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OBJECTIVE

This document was created to provide parents, staff, and students with a written plan of 
action for re-opening. The information contained in this document is based on recent 
reports from the CDC Center for Disease Control and Prevention, advisory from church 
leadership, healthcare professionals, and staff input. We want to ensure that we provide 
the best opportunity for a dynamic school year in spite of the threat that a pandemic 
holds. We want to offer our families a quality, interactive, engaging, and fair education.

    

DISCLAIMER

This plan is not full proof. It is our best attempt to give parents, staff, and students an 
insight into what school will look like at the beginning of the 2020-2021 school year. 
There are many plans in progress for public and non-public schools. However, after 
reviewing our plan with the church leadership, there was no significant reason to delay 
our plan to re-open August 5th unless there was a shift in phases by our local and state 
government. 

Our school is small, private, and reports to the church board for its operation, policies, 
and procedures. This plan is subject to change from week to week based on updated 
reports from the Department of Education, guidelines from the CDC, data from 
conference calls with FACCS (Florida Association of Christian Colleges and Schools, 
and the best interest of our staff and families. Again, this plan is subject to change 
without notice based on new information or a change of plans deemed necessary by the 
administration.
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OUR PRAYER

Dear God, 
We understand that You are in control and know what is happening with COVID-19 globally. 
We ask that You encamp angels about our families, staff and essential workers. Only You can 

turn this situation around. We need You to touch this situation. Our children need a safe place 
to learn, and our parents need to know that the gift(s) that You have given them (their 
children), will be protected under Your wings. We love and trust You through it all.

The Lord will perfect that which concerns me… (Psalms 138:8)
~PHCA FAMILY`

PLAN OF OPERATION

Parents will chose an option for their children prior to the start of school.
Re-assess feasibility of phase change as needed.

Week 1 High School
Lower School

Full Day, 8:00a - 3:00p,Wednesday - Friday)
Early Dismissal, 8:00a - 1:00p (Wednesday - Friday)

Week 2 High School
Lower School

Full Day (8:00a - 3:00p) until further notice
Full Day (8:00a - 3:00p) until further notice

*If there is an outbreak in more than one classroom.

*PHASE 2 K3 - 12 In-school Learning, Tuesday - Thursday
Distance/Virtual Learning, Monday and Friday

**If there is a city-wide shutdown. 

**PHASE 1 K3 - 12 K3 - 12, DISTANCE/VIRTUAL LEARNING ONLY 
Monday - Friday
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SCHEDULE

High School - Currently, our high school will operate from 8:00 am - 3:00 pm. Students' 
schedules have been modified from the previous year to a block schedule using Blue 
and White days to limit student movement. 

Lower School - Full-day schedule with limited movement of students. Resource classes 
will implement social distancing. We will limit outdoor activities to structured play with 
distancing when possible. Modified block scheduling will be used as much as possible 
for appropriate grade levels. 

MEASURES TO REDUCE THE COVID-19 SPREAD

TEMPERATURE SCREENING

Temperature screenings will take place at checkpoints outside of the building and at 
drop-off points. We are asking parents to be proactive by checking their children's 
temperature before they leave home. If a temperature of 100.4 or higher is discovered, 
this child should stay home to avoid contaminating others or becoming sicker. Per CDC 
guidelines, a student should be fever-free for 72 hours without the use of fever-reducing 
medications. Temperature screening will be conducted periodically throughout the day.

WELLNESS AND CONTACT SCREENING

To minimize the risk of spreading the virus to other students or staff, stay home if you 
or your child show the following signs or symptoms:
 

• Elevated temperature 100.4 or above
• New loss of smell or taste
• Sudden chills
• New cough
• Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing
• Nausea, diarrhea
• Close contact for more than 15 minutes with someone diagnosed with COVID-19
• Someone at home diagnosed with COVID-19 or is having symptoms as listed above
• Travel to any part of the country experiencing high rates of infections
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SPECIAL NOTE: NOTIFY THE SCHOOL OFFICE OR NURSE ON DUTY IF YOU OR YOUR 
CHILD HAS BEEN EXPOSED OR EXPERIENCE ANY OF THE SYMPTOMS STATED ABOVE. 

CLEANING AND SANITIZING
PHCA staff will receive training on an ongoing basis to ensure that opportunities for 
germs to linger or cling to surfaces will be minimized. Teachers will receive a supply of 
disinfectant wipes and spray. Parents will be asked to bring in cleaning supplies as a 
part of the supplies for the classroom. Teachers will also teach the students that keeping 
their desks and workspace clean is very important for assisting with minimizing the 
spread of COVID-19.

LUNCHROOM USAGE

Breakfast will be picked up at the checkpoint and lunch will be served in the classroom or 
outside on assigned days. 

SOCIAL DISTANCING/FACE COVERINGS

PHCA will do its best to maximize social distancing between the desks in the classroom. 
We will keep furnishings in the classroom to a minimum as much as possible. Students 
will be required to wear coverings, which will help when social distancing is not 
feasible at times. We will work to provide periods of relief from the masks such as when 
eating or distancing. It is unrealistic to require students to wear facial covering the 
entire school day. 
 

Face mask options include:
• Home-made or cloth purchased 
• Face Shields (recommended for students that may have Asthma or other respiratory 

issues)
 

**We understand that the face mask does not prevent anyone from getting the virus. It 
will help restrict someone who might be asymptomatic from passing the virus on to 
others by blocking the droplets that your mouth, either through coughing, sneezing, or 
even talking. If you do not want your child to wear a mask, you must enroll in virtual 
learning. For the protection of others, masks will be required. 
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EDUCATION OPTIONS FOR PARENTS

Parents that are not comfortable with their child returning to in-school learning will 
have the option of signing their child up for learning outside the classroom. Teachers 
will provide instruction to students either virtually, through distance (realtime 
education), or in-class. The administration will provide information to parents 
concerning this, depending on what we will put in place for each grade level. 

ATTENDANCE

This season is a difficult time for us, and tomorrow offers too many uncertainties for us 
to know what is next with the pattern of COVID-19. However, attendance is essential 
for ALL students, whether learning from home or in brick and mortar. All students 
must check in daily for instruction. Participation is not OPTIONAL. Education is 
compulsory, and we know that you will do your part by making sure your children are 
in class one way or another. 

TUITION

Teachers and staff are receiving a paycheck because they are responsible for the school's 
daily instruction and operation. Therefore, tuition payments and other fees must be 
paid accordingly.

QUESTION AND ANSWERS

1. What is our plan? It is continually developing based on enrollment and CDC guidelines. 
We are planning a five-days a week school year. In addition to temperature checks, we 
will enforce social distancing, mask requirements, limited movement of students from 
place to place, and extended class periods. We will also limit large gatherings for lunch 
and chapel. Teachers and staff will receive PPE and ongoing training surrounding 
COVID-19 and ways to reduce the spread of the virus. There is no perfect plan in place 
that a particular institution has put in place. Christian schools are together by sharing 
information and discussing what is safe and effective for our schools. We will do what we 
can to keep our staff and students safe.  

PREPARING TO EDUCATE STUDENTS IN THE MIDST OF COVID-19 7



2. When is the deadline to register for the school year? The deadline to register for this 
quarter is Friday, July 31st. 

3. What are your options? You may elect your children to participate in a full day of school 
or receive virtual/distance (realtime) instruction and at the high school level Google 
Classroom. Once you have selected which option you would like, the classroom teacher 
will provide you with instructions on the next steps. 

4. How long do parents have to make their selection? Until next Friday, July 31st, parents 
will have to decide whether or not they want virtual (distance) learning for their child or 
in-school instruction with a teacher. 

5. How long can a student remain on virtual or in-school learning? It is an either-or option. 
Parents will not be allowed to withdraw a child from virtual and sign them up for in-
school instruction before the first quarter ends.  

6. Will every child be six feet apart? When it is possible, yes. However, there will be some 
type of barrier in place when it is not possible. Maintenance is putting in extra hours to 
assist with various PPE materials to increase safety measures. 

7. When does school start? School starts Wednesday, August 5th. The lower school will 
dismiss daily at 1:00 pm to make adjustments where needed and determine if we need to 
implement additional measures before a full day of school begins. The high school has 
moved to block scheduling to decrease movement; therefore, they are scheduled for full 
time because of much smaller numbers than the lower school. 

8. When is orientation? Please see your July Parent Letter for detailed information. 

9. Will we offer extended day? Yes, however, it will be first-come, first-serve for the number 
of classrooms that we will be able to use with distancing in place. Drop-ins will not be 
permitted. If your child is not enrolled in extended day, someone must pick them up at 
dismissal time. 

10. How often should parents check the parent portal for information? At least twice a 
week and update phone numbers and addresses when necessary. 

For additional questions, please email us at admin@phcalions.org. 
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IMPORTANT DATES CALENDAR

2020 - 2021 School Calendar - Important Dates

Date      Descrip+on          
Aug. 5, 2020     First Day of School 
Aug. 26, 2020     Early Dismissal at 1:00 pm 
Sept. 4, 2020     No School – Weather Day 
Sept. 7, 2020     No School - Labor Day 
September 7-17, 2020   SELECT EDUCATION OPTIONS FOR 2ND QUARTER 
Sept. 23, 2020     Early Dismissal at 1:00 pm 
Oct. 7, 2020     End of First Grading Period - 44 Days  
Oct. 8, 2020     No School – FACCS Conference 
Oct. 9, 2020     No School – Teacher Planning Day
Oct. 13, 2020     Mandatory Parent Teacher Mee+ng 
Oct. 21, 2020     Early Dismissal at 1:00 pm 
Nov. 11, 2020     No School – Veterans’ Day Observed 
Nov. 25, 2020     Early Dismissal at 1:00 pm 
Nov. 26 - 27, 2020    No School - Thanksgiving Break 
Dec. 17, 2020     End of Second Grading Period - 46 Days 
Dec. 21 – 31, 2020    No School - Christmas Break 
Jan. 1, 2021     No School - New Year’s Day 
Jan. 4, 2021     No School - Teacher Planning Day 
Jan. 5, 2021     School Resumes 
Jan. 7, 2021     Mandatory Parent Teacher Mee+ng 
Jan. 18, 2021     No School - MarUn Luther King Jr.’s Birthday  Observed 
Jan. 27, 2021     Early Dismissal at 1:00 pm 
Feb. 12, 2021     No School - CSDC or Weather Day 
Feb. 15, 2021     No School - President’s Day 
Feb. 24, 2021     Early Dismissal at 1:00 pm 
Mar. 8 - 12, 2021    No School - Spring Break 
Mar. 17, 2021     End of Third Grading Period – 45 Days 
Mar. 22, 2021     No School – Teacher Planning Day
Mar. 25, 2021     Mandatory Parent Teacher Mee+ng 
April 2, 2021     No School – Good Friday 
April 5, 2021     No School – Weather Day 
April 20, 2021     Founder’s Day 
Apr. 28, 2021     Early Dismissal at 1:00 pm 
May 3 - 6, 2021    Teacher AppreciaVon Week 
May 7, 2021     No School - Teacher AppreciaUon Day 
May 19, 2021     Early Dismissal at 1:00 pm 
May 25, 2021     Last Day of School – Dismissal at 1:00 pm 
      End of Fourth Grading Period – 45 Days 

Please Note: AdministraVon reserves the right to make modificaVons to the school calendar as deemed 
necessary. A separate calendar is available for Voluntary Pre-kindergarten (VPK).
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